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Demographics
CHAPTER 01



Description: In 2023, the population of the United Kingdom reached 68.3 million, compared with 67.6 million in 2022. The UK population has more than doubled since 1871 when just under 31.5 million lived in the UK and has grown by around 8.2 million since the start 
of the twenty-first century. For most of the twentieth century, the UK population steadily increased, with two noticeable drops in population occurring during World War One (1914-1918) and in World War Two (1939-1945). Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1871 to 2023
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Estimated population of the United Kingdom from 1871 to 2023
Population of the UK 1871-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281296/uk-population


Description: In 2023, the population of the United Kingdom was around 68.3 million, with approximately 34.5 million women and 33.1 million men. Since 1953, the male population of the UK has grown by around 9.1 million, while the female population has increased 
by approximately 8.5 million. Throughout this provided time period, the female population of the UK has consistently outnumbered the male population. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1937 to 2023
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Population of the United Kingdom from 1937 to 2023, by gender
Population of the UK 1937-2023, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281240/population-of-the-united-kingdom-uk-by-gender


Description: In 2023, there were estimated to be 956,116 people who were aged 35 in the United Kingdom, the most of any age in this year. The two largest age groups during this year were 30-34, and 35 to 39, at 4.7 million and 4.64 million people respectively. There 
is also a noticeable spike of 693,679 people who were aged 76, which is due to the high number of births that followed in the aftermath of the Second World War. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2023
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Population of the United Kingdom in 2023, by age
Population of the UK 2023, by age

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281174/uk-population-by-age


Description: The UK population was 68.3 million in 2023, with 57.69 million people living in England, by far the most populous constituent country of the UK. In this year, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland had populations of 5.5 million, 3.16 million, and 1.92 million 
respectively. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2023
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Estimated population of the United Kingdom in 2023, by country
Population of the UK 2023, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/716499/population-figures-by-country


Description: The population of the United Kingdom in 2023 was estimated to be approximately 68.3 million in 2023, with almost 9.48 million people living in South East England. London had the next highest population, at over 8.9 million people, followed by the North 
West England at 7.6 million. With the UK's population generally concentrated in England, most English regions have larger populations than the constituent countries of Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, which had populations of 5.5 [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2023
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Population of the United Kingdom in 2023, by region
Population of the UK 2023, by region

http://www.statista.com/statistics/294729/uk-population-by-region


Description: In 2021 the live birth rate of the United Kingdom fell to 10.4 births per 1,000 population, the lowest it had been during this time period. The UK's birth rate has been declining steadily since 2010 when the birth rate was 12.9 births per 1,000 population. 
After 1938, the year with the highest birth rate in the UK was 1947, when the crude birth rate was 21.2 births per 1,000 population. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1938 to 2021
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Crude birth rate in the United Kingdom from 1938 to 2021
Crude birth rate in the UK 1938-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281416/birth-rate-in-the-united-kingdom-uk


Description: In 2021, the total fertility rate, in the United Kingdom fell to 1.53 births per woman, compared with 1.56 in 2020. The fertility rate in the most recent year is the lowest in this provided time period, and far below the peak of 2.65 births per woman recorded 
in 1964. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1961 to 2021; * The total fertility rate (TFR) is the average number of live children that a group of women would bear if they experienced the age-specific fertility rates of the calendar Read more
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Total fertility rate in the United Kingdom from 1961 to 2021
Total fertility rate in the UK 1961-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/284042/fertility-rate-in-the-united-kingdom-uk
http://www.statista.com/statistics/284042/fertility-rate-in-the-united-kingdom-uk


Description: Between 1953 and 2021, the death rate of the United Kingdom fluctuated between a high of 12.2 deaths per 1,000 people in 1962 and a low of 8.7 in 2011. From 2011 onwards, the death rate creeped up slightly and, in 2020, reached 10.3 deaths per 1,000 
people. In 2021, the most recent year provided here, the death rate was ten, a decline from 2020 but still higher than in almost every year in the twenty-first century. The recent spike in the death rate corresponds to the emergence of the [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1953 to 2021
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Crude death rate in the United Kingdom from 1953 to 2021
Death rate in the UK 1953-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281478/death-rate-united-kingdom-uk


Description: In 2022 life expectancy for both males and females at birth fell when compared to 2021. Male life expectancy fell from 78.71 years to 78.57 years, and from 82.68 years to 82.57 years for women. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1980 to 2022
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Life expectancy at birth in the United Kingdom from 1980/82 to 2020/22, 
by gender
Life expectancy in the UK 1980-2022, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281671/life-expectancy-united-kingdom-uk-by-gender


Description: For the year ending June 2024, approximately 1.2 million people migrated to the United Kingdom, while 479,000 people migrated from the UK, resulting in a net migration figure of 728,000. There have consistently been more people migrating to the 
United Kingdom than leaving it since 1993 when the net migration figure was negative 1,000. Although migration from the European Union has declined since the Brexit vote of 2016, migration from non-EU countries accelerated rapidly from 2021 [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1964 to 2024
Source(s): House of Commons; Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Long-term migration figures in the United Kingdom from 1964 to 2024 (in 
1,000s)
Long-term migration figures in the UK 1964-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/283287/net-migration-figures-of-the-united-kingdom-y-on-y


Economy
CHAPTER 02



Description: The gross domestic product of the United Kingdom was around 2.56 trillion British pounds, an increase when compared to the previous year, when UK GDP amounted to about 2.54 trillion pounds. The significant drop in GDP visible in 2020 was due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with the smaller declines in 2008 and 2009 because of the global financial crisis of the late 2000s. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1948 to 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Gross domestic product of the United Kingdom from 1948 to 2024 (in 
million GBP)
GDP of the UK 1948-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281744/gdp-of-the-united-kingdom


Description: The United Kingdom's economy grew by 1.1 percent in 2024, after a growth rate of 0.4 percent in 2023, 4.8 percent in 2022, 8.6 percent in 2021, and a record 10.3 percent fall in 2020. During the provided time period, the biggest annual fall in gross 
domestic product before 2020 occurred in 2009, when the UK economy contracted by 4.6 percent at the height of the global financial crisis of the late 2000s. Before 2021, the year with the highest annual GDP growth rate was 1973, when the UK [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1949 to 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Annual growth of gross domestic product in the United Kingdom from 
1949 to 2024
Annual GDP growth in the UK 1949-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281734/gdp-growth-in-the-united-kingdom-uk


Description: The unemployment rate of the United Kingdom was 4.4 percent in February 2025, unchanged from the previous month. Before the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic, the UK had relatively low levels of unemployment, comparable with the mid-1970s. 
Between January 2000 and the most recent month, unemployment was highest in November 2011 when the unemployment rate hit 8.5 percent. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; January 2000 to February 2025; 16 years and older
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Unemployment rate in the United Kingdom from January 2000 to February 
2025
Unemployment rate of the UK 2000-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/279898/unemployment-rate-in-the-united-kingdom-uk


Description: There were over 33.9 million people employed in the United Kingdom in the three months to January 2025. This represented a peak for the number of people employed in the country during this provided time period. In general, the number of people 
employed has consistently increased, with noticeable dips in employment occurring in 2008 due to the global financial crisis, and in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom;  January 2000 to February 2025; 16 years and older
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Number of people employed in the United Kingdom from January 2000 to 
February 2025 (in 1,000s)
Number of people employed in the UK 2000-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/281998/employment-figures-in-the-united-kingdom-uk


Description: The median annual earnings for full-time employees in the United Kingdom was approximately 37,430 British pounds in 2024, compared with 34,963 pounds in the previous year. At the start of the provided time period, in 1999, the average full-time salary 
in the UK was 17,803 pounds per year, with median earnings exceeding 20,000 pounds per year in 2002, and 30,000 by 2019. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1999 to 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Median annual earnings for full-time employees in the United Kingdom 
from 1999 to 2024 (in nominal GBP)
Average annual earnings for full-time employees in the UK 1999-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1002964/average-full-time-annual-earnings-in-the-uk


Description: Wages in the United Kingdom grew by approximately 5.9 percent in February 2025, although when adjusted for inflation, wages only grew in real terms by 2.1 percent. When bonus pay is included in wage growth calculations, wages grew by 5.6 percent in 
nominal terms, and by 1.9 percent in real terms. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; March 2001 to February 2025
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK) 
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Average year-on-year growth of weekly earnings (3-month-average) in the 
United Kingdom from March 2001 to February 2025
Average weekly earning growth in the UK 2001-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/933075/wage-growth-in-the-uk


Description: Public sector net debt amounted to 88.9 percent of gross domestic product in the United Kingdom during the 2023/24 financial year, rising to 97.8 percent when the Bank of England is included. This is the highest debt incurred by the government since the 
early 1960s. After peaking at 251.7 percent shortly after the end of the Second World War, government debt in the UK gradually fell, before a sharp increase in the late 2000s at the time of the global financial crisis. Read more
Note(s): 1900 to 2030; *Forecast data Read more
Source(s): Office for Budget Responsibility 
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Public sector net debt expressed as a percentage of GDP in the United 
Kingdom from 1900/01 to 2029/30
National debt as a percentage of GDP in the UK 1900-2030

http://www.statista.com/statistics/282841/debt-as-gdp-uk
http://www.statista.com/statistics/282841/debt-as-gdp-uk


Description: In 2024, there were approximately 5.5 million private businesses operating in the United Kingdom, a slight decrease when compared with the previous year, and down from a peak of 5.98 million businesses reported in 2020. There has been a net increase 
of around 2.03 million business enterprises since 2000, when there were 3.47 million. During the provided time period, the largest annual rise in the number of businesses occurred between 2013 and 2014, which saw a net increase of [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2000 to 2024
Source(s): Department for Business, Innovation and Skills; GOV.UK 
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Number of private sector businesses in the United Kingdom from 2000 to 
2024 (in millions)
Number of private sector businesses in the UK 2000-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1111387/number-of-businesses-in-the-uk


Description: Shell had the highest annual revenue of all companies based in the United Kingdom in 2024, at approximately 289.7 billion U.S. dollars. BP had the second-highest annual revenue at 202.8 billion dollars, followed by HSBC Holdings, which had a revenue of 
144.9 billion U.S. dollars. In terms of global employee numbers, however, Compass Group had the highest number among UK-based businesses, at approximately half a million in 2024, followed by Tesco at 345,000 and HSBC at almost [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2024
Source(s): Forbes 
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Largest companies based in the United Kingdom by revenue in 2024 (in 
billion US dollars)
Largest companies based in the UK by revenue 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1111246/largest-uk-based-companies-revenue


Description: Compass Group had by far the highest number of global employees among companies based in the United Kingdom as of 2024, at approximately 500,000 employees. Tesco had the second-highest number of employees at 345,000, followed by HSBC 
Holdings which had 213,978 employees. As of the same year, HSBC Holdings had an annual revenue of 144.9 billion U.S. dollars, the third-highest among UK-based companies. The oil and gas giant Shell had the highest annual revenue at 289.7 [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2024
Source(s): Forbes 
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Largest companies based in the United Kingdom on number of employees 
worldwide in 2024
Largest companies based in the UK by number of global employees 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1218430/largest-uk-based-companies-employees


Politics
CHAPTER 03



Description: The Conservative party suffered a landslide defeat in the 2024 General Election, with the center-left Labour Party winning 412 seats, and the Conservatives just 121 seats. With 326 seats needed for a majority government, this was a crushing defeat for the 
Conservative Party, and the end of their 14 years in power. Despite winning a clear majority of seats, Labour won just 33.7 percent of the vote, just ahead of the Conservatives on 23.7 percent, and the Reform Party on 14.3 percent. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; July 4, 2024; 18 years and older; British adults
Source(s): BBC 
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Number of seats won in the general election in the United Kingdom in 
2024
Number of seats won in the UK general election 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1441451/uk-projected-election-results


Description: The Labour Party won 412 seats in the 2024 general election, ending 14 years of Conservative rule, after they won just 121 seats. Between 1918 and 2024, there have been 29 elections in the United Kingdom, resulting in 13 Conservative governments, 12 
Labour governments, and four national or coalition governments. The Conservative Party won the most seats in the 1931 general elections at 522, by comparison, the Labour Party won 418 seats in the 1997 general elections, [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1918 to 2019
Source(s): BBC; Parliament of the United Kingdom 

N
um

be
r 

of
 s

ea
ts

 w
on

1918
1922

1923
1924

1929
1931

1935
1945

1950
1951

1955
1959

1964
1966

1970

Fe
bru

ary 
1974

Octo
ber 1

974
1979

1983
1987

1992
1997

2001
2005

2010
2015

2017
2019

2024*
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Conservative Labour Liberal Democrats SNP Plaid Cyrmu Other

27

Number of seats won in general elections United Kingdom from 1918 to 
2024, by political party
Number of seats won in general elections in the UK 1918-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/716971/general-elections-seats-won-by-party-uk


Description: In the UK's general election of 2024 voter turnout was estimated to have been 60 percent, the lowest turnout since 2001, when it was 59.4 percent. Between 1922 and 1997 voter turnout never fell below 70 percent, but in 2001 it dropped to just 59.4 
percent. Since that low point, voter turnout has gradually recovered and reached 72.2 percent in the Brexit Referendum of 2016, which is still some way off the peak of 83.9 percent recorded in the 1950 General Election. The trend of low voter [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1918 to 2024; * Provisional turnout for the 2024 general election turnout was obtained via the BBC . Read more
Source(s): BBC; House of Commons 
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Voter turnout in general elections and in the Brexit referendum in the 
United Kingdom from 1918 to 2024
Voter turnout in UK elections 1918-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1050929/voter-turnout-in-the-uk
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1050929/voter-turnout-in-the-uk


Description: As of April 2025, approximately 24 percent of people in the UK would vote for the governing Labour Party in a potential general election, just ahead of the Reform Party on 23 percent, with the Conservatives third on 22 percent. Since returning to power, 
support for the Labour Party has fallen considerably, with the government's sinking approval rating approaching the unpopularity of the previous government. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; July 2017 to April 2025; 2,402***; 18 years and older; *New methodology from June 2024 based on MRP (Multi-level Regression and Post-stratification) model **Please note the gap in the time series between July 2024 and [...] Read more
Source(s): YouGov 
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Voting intentions in a general election in the United Kingdom from July 
2017 to April 2025
Voting intention in the United Kingdom 2017-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/985764/voting-intention-in-the-uk
http://www.statista.com/statistics/985764/voting-intention-in-the-uk


Description: The economy was seen by 56 percent of people in the UK as one of the top three issues facing the country in April 2025. The ongoing cost of living crisis afflicting the UK, driven by high inflation, is still one of the main concerns of Britons. Immigration has 
generally been the second most important issue since the middle of 2024, just ahead of health, which was seen as the third-biggest issue in the most recent month. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom (Great Britain); June 2018 to April 2025; 1,611-3,326; 18 years and older; British adults
Source(s): YouGov 
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"Which of the following do you think are the most important issues facing 
the country at this time?" (June 2018 to April 2025)
Most important issues facing Britain 2018-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/886366/issues-facing-britain


Description: As of February 2025, 31 percent of people in Great Britain thought that Keir Starmer was better for the job of Prime Minister than the Leader of the Opposition, Kemi Badenoch, with 20 percent believing she would be better for the job. Although Starmer is 
currently seen as better suited for the job as Prime Minister, the approval ratings for his government have declined considerably since winning the election, sinking to a low of -48 percent in January 2025. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom (Great Britain); October 2022 to February 2025; 2,178 respondents; 18 years and older
Source(s): YouGov 
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Which of the following do you think would make the best Prime Minister? 
(April 2020 to February 2025)
Prime Minister preference in the United Kingdom 2020-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/710316/prime-minister-voting-intention-in-great-britain


Description: As of April 14, 2025, the net approval rating of the Labour government in the United Kingdom stood at -47 percent, one of the lowest approval ratings for the current government. As a comparison, the previous Conservative government's net approval 
rating was -56 percent just before the 2024 General Election, with a low of -76 percent recorded in October 2022. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; July 3, 2022 to April 14, 2025; 1,521 to 3,326; 18 years and older; GB adults
Source(s): YouGov 
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Net approval rating of the government of the United Kingdom from July 3, 
2022 to April 14, 2025, by government
Net approval rating for the government of the UK 2022-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1167064/uk-government-approval-rating


Description: Although the British monarchy is supported by a plurality of people across most age groups in Great Britain, it is among over 65 year-old's where the level is support is highest at 82 percent. Younger age groups are progressively more likely to oppose the 
monarchy, with 43 percent of 18-24 year old's opting instead for an elected head of state. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom (Great Britain); August 14-15, 2024; 2,020 respondents; 18 years and older; GB adults
Source(s): YouGov 
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Do you think Britain should continue to have a monarchy in the future, or 
should it be replaced with an elected head of state? (August 2024)
Support for the British monarchy 2024, by age group

http://www.statista.com/statistics/863893/support-for-the-monarchy-in-britain-by-age


Description: As of January 2025, 55 percent of people in Great Britain thought that it was wrong to leave the European Union, compared with 30 percent who thought it was the right decision. During this time period, the share of people who regret Brexit has been 
slightly higher than those who support it, except for some polls in Spring 2021, which showed higher levels of support for Brexit. The share of people who don’t know whether Brexit was the right or wrong decision has generally been stable [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom (Great Britain); January 2020 to January 2025; 2,225 respondents; 18 years and older; GB Adults
Source(s): YouGov 
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"In hindsight, do you think Britain was right or wrong to vote to leave the 
European Union?" (January 2020 to January 2025)
Share of people who think Brexit was the right or wrong decision 2020-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/987347/brexit-opinion-poll


Description: The United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union in the Brexit referendum that took place on June 23, 2016. Overall, 51.9 percent of people voted to leave the European Union, compared with 48.1 percent of people who opted to remain. Of the 
33.57 million people who voted in the referendum, 17.4 million voted to leave and 16.1 million voted to remain. This represented quite a high turnout of 72.2 percent, the highest voter turnout in a UK-wide election since the 1992 General Election. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; June 23, 2016
Source(s): The Electoral Commission 
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Results of the Brexit referendum of June 23, 2016, by percentage of votes 
cast
Result of the Brexit referendum 2016, by percentage of votes

http://www.statista.com/statistics/570118/eu-referendum-results


Education
CHAPTER 04



Description: In the 2023/24 academic there were 32,149 schools in the United Kingdom, 601 schools fewer than there were in the 2010/11 academic year. Throughout most of this period, there has been a steady decline in the number of schools, with a slight uptick 
noticeable after 2019/20, when there were just 32,028 schools. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2010 to 2024
Source(s): UK Department for Education 
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Number of schools in the United Kingdom from 2010/11 to 2023/24
Number of schools in the UK 2010-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/283575/number-of-schools-in-the-united-kingdom


Description: There were approximately 10.63 million pupils attending schools in the United Kingdom in 2023/24, compared with 10.7 million in the previous year and 9.65 million in 2010/11. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2010 to 2024
Source(s): UK Department for Education 
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Number of pupils attending schools in the United Kingdom from 2010/11 
to 2023/24 (in millions)
Number of pupils attending schools in the UK 2010-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/412219/school-students-in-the-uk


Description: In 2023/24 there were estimated to be 643,491 full-time equivalent teachers working in the United Kingdom, compared with 641,903 in the previous year. Among UK schools, the pupil to teacher ratio has been fairly stable in recent years, although the 
ratio in nursery schools has increased from 17.2 to 22.9 between 2010 and 2019. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2015 to 2024
Source(s): UK Department for Education 
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Number of full-time equivalent teachers in the United Kingdom from 
2015/16 to 2023/24
Number of full-time teachers in the UK 2015-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/478929/teachers-in-the-uk


Description: In the 2018/19 academic year there were 16.4 students for every one teacher in the United Kingdom, the same as in the previous academic year. Of all school types in the UK, nursery schools had the most children per teacher at 22.9, followed by primary 
schools at 20.5, middle schools at 15.9 and secondary schools which had 15.9 pupils per teacher. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; September 1, 2010 to August 31, 2019
Source(s): UK Department for Education 
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Pupil to teacher ratio in the United Kingdom from 2010/11 to 2018/19, by 
school type
Pupil to teacher ratio in the United Kingdom 2000-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/282994/pupil-teacher-ratio-in-the-united-kingdom-uk-y-on-y-by-school-type


Description: In Summer 2024, GCSE students in the United Kingdom had a pass rate (achieving a grade of C/4 or higher) of 67.6 percent, the lowest since 2019 but still a noticeable increase when compared with years before 2020. The COVID-19 pandemic, and closure 
of schools in the UK led to exams throughout the country being cancelled, with grades in 2020 and 2021 based on assessment by teachers and schools. During this provided time period, the highest pass rate was reported in 2021, when [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1988 to 2024
Source(s): Joint Council for Qualifications; The Guardian 
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Proportion of GCSE entries awarded a C/4 or higher in the United Kingdom 
between 1988 and 2024
Proportion of GCSE entries that achieved a pass grade in the UK 1988-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/282462/gcse-pass-rates-uk


Description: In 2024, 21.8 percent of GCSE entries in the United Kingdom earned a grade of A/7 or higher. The significant jump between 2019 and 2020 when compared with 2019 was due to the unique grading situation necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
higher pass rate for students at this educational level increased from 8.4 percent in 1988 to 23.2 percent by 2011, before the pass rate dropped slightly to the low 20s until 2020. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1988 to 2024
Source(s): Joint Council for Qualifications; The Guardian 
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Proportion of GCSE entries awarded a A/7 or higher in the United Kingdom 
between 1988 and 2024
Proportion of GCSE entries that achieved a high pass grade in the UK 1988-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/282537/gcse-highest-pass-rate-in-uk


Description: In 2024, 9.3 percent of students in the United Kingdom achieved the highest possible grade (an A*) in their A-Levels, with more than a quarter of entries achieving an B, the most common individual grade level in this year. Grades in 2020 and 2021 were 
generally a lot higher than in previous years due to the different grading circumstances brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2000 to 2024; 16-19 years
Source(s): Joint Council for Qualifications 
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GCE Advanced Level (A-level) results in the United Kingdom from 2000 to 
2024, by grade
A-level results in the United Kingdom 2000-2024, by grade

http://www.statista.com/statistics/282973/a-level-results-in-the-uk


Description: The University of Cambridge was listed as the best university in the United Kingdom in 2025 with an overall score of 1000, compared with the University of Oxford, which came in second-place with a score of 965. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2025
Source(s): Complete University Guide 
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The Complete University Guide's top twenty universities in the United 
Kingdom in 2025, by overall score (max = 1000)
Leading UK universities ranked by the Complete University Guide 2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/226832/top-twenty-universities-by-overall-score-uk


Description: In 2022/23, the Open University, which focuses on remote learning, had approximately 140,215 students enrolled on courses, the highest in the UK during that academic year. After the Open University, University College London had the highest number 
of students in the UK, at 51,810, while the University of Manchester had the second-highest, at 46,860. The UK's oldest university, The University of Oxford, had approximately 27,340 students studying there. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2022 to 2023
Source(s): HESA 
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Universities with the highest number of students in the United Kingdom in 
2022/23
Universities with the highest number of students in the UK 2022/23

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1168605/largest-universities-in-the-uk


Description: In the 2022/23 academic year, 30 percent of undergraduate students obtaining their degree were awarded a degree with first-class honors, the highest possible grade for UK graduates. Almost half of all students achieved an upper second or 2.1, with 20 
percent obtaining a lower second or 2.2, and just four percent of graduates obtained a third, the lowest possible pass grade. The share of UK students graduating with a first-class degree has increased significantly in this time period, while [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2011 to 2023
Source(s): HESA 
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Percentage of first degree qualifiers obtaining each classification in the 
United Kingdom from 2011/12 to 2022/23
Percentage of undergraduate degrees awarded each grade in the UK 2011-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/676995/university-degree-awards-uk


Crime and Justice
CHAPTER 05



Description: The crime rate in the United Kingdom was highest in England and Wales in 2023/24, at 89.7 crimes per 1,000 people, compared with Scotland which had 55 crimes per 1,000 population and Northern Ireland, at 52.3 crimes per 1,000 people. During this 
time period, the crime rate of England and Wales has usually been the highest in the UK, while Scotland's crime rate has declined the most, falling from 93.4 crimes per 1,000 people in 2002/03, to just 52.3 by 2021/22. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; April 1, 2002 to March 31, 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK); Police Service of Northern Ireland; Scottish Government 
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Crime rate per 1,000 population in the United Kingdom from 2002/03 to 
2023/24, by jurisdiction
UK crime rate by country 2002-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1030625/crime-rate-uk


Description: Yorkshire and the Humber had the highest crime rate among regions of the United Kingdom in 2023/24 at approximately 106.6 crimes per 1,000 population. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK); Police Service of Northern Ireland; Scottish Government 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Yorkshire and The Humber

North East

London

North West

West Midlands

Wales

East Midlands

South East

East

South West

Scotland

Northern Ireland

106.6

106.3

105.8

97.4

89.8

84

81.7

76.1

70.9

69.8

55

54.3

Crime rate per 1,000 population

49

Crime rate per 1,000 population in the United Kingdom in 2023/24, by 
region
Crime rate in the UK in 2023/24 by region

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1254571/uk-crime-rate-by-region


Description: There were 9.7 homicides for every million people in England and Wales in 2023/24, unchanged from the previous year, but a decline when compared to 2021/22, when the rate was 11.6. In 2022/23, the homicide rate among UK jurisdictions was highest in 
Scotland, at 10.4 homicides per million people, and lowest in Northern Ireland, which had a homicide rate of 6.8. Throughout this provided time period, the homicide rate for Scotland has declined substantially. From 2003/04 to 2013/14, [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; April 1, 2002 to March 31, 2024
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK); Police Service of Northern Ireland; Scottish Government 
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Homicide rate in the United Kingdom from 2002/03 to 2023/24, by 
jurisdiction (per million population)
Homicide rate in the UK 2003-2024, by jurisdiction

http://www.statista.com/statistics/288195/homicide-rate-uk


Description: In 2023/24, London had the highest homicide rate of any region of the United Kingdom, at 13.1 homicides per million people, followed by the East Midlands at 12.2 homicides per million people. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom
Source(s): Office for National Statistics (UK); Police Service of Northern Ireland; Scottish Government 
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Homicide rate in the United Kingdom in 2023/24, by region (per million 
population)
Homicide rate in the UK 2023/24, by region

http://www.statista.com/statistics/985203/regional-homicide-rate-uk


Description: In 2024, there were approximately 170,500 police officers in the United Kingdom, compared with around 155,000 in 2003. After reaching a high of 172,000 officers in 2010, the number of police officers in the UK fell to just 150,000 officers by 2017. 
Although that trend has reversed since this point, there are still approximately 1,000 fewer police officers in 2023 than there were in 2010. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2003 to 2024
Source(s): House of Commons 
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Number of police officers in the United Kingdom from 2003 to 2024 (in 
1,000s)
Number of police officers in the UK 2003-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/303963/uk-police-officer-numbers


Description: London's Metropolitan Police is by far the largest police force in the United Kingdom with 34,315 officers in 2024. At 16,356 officers, the Scottish police force has the second-largest force in terms of officer numbers, followed by Greater Manchester police 
force, which had 8,141 officers that year. Although the Metropolitan Police are responsible for policing most of Greater London, the City of London Police force covers the historic center of London, which is around one square mile in size, [...] Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2024
Source(s): Parliament of the United Kingdom 
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Number of police officers in the United Kingdom in 2024, by police force
Number of police officers in the UK 2024, by police force

http://www.statista.com/statistics/877540/leading-police-forces-by-officer-numbers-in-the-uk


Description: England and Wales had an incarceration rate of 136.2 per 100,000 people in 2023, compared with 133.2 for Scotland and 90.5 for Northern Ireland. In 2008, Scotland had a higher incarceration rate than England and Wales, but this declined at a faster rate 
than those two countries after 2012, although the recent uptick in 2019 has seen Scotland once again have the highest incarceration rate in the UK. Northern Ireland has consistently had the lowest incarceration rate in the UK. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 2008 to 2023
Source(s): EDQM 

In
ca

rc
er

at
io

n 
ra

te
 p

er
 1

00
,0

00
 in

ha
bi

ta
nt

s

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
65

75

85

95

105

115

125

135

145

155

165

152.3 151.6 153 152.6 152.6
147.7 149.6 149.5

146.4
142.4

137.9 138
131.5 132.3

136.2

156 155.5
150.4

156.6
153.5

149 147.6
144.6 142.4

136.5

146 146.6

134.9 135.8 133.2

86
81.5 82

94.1
97.8 99.7 101.2

91.5

80.7
77 79.2

82.8

73.8

83.6
90.5

England and Wales Scotland Northern Ireland

54

Incarceration rate in the United Kingdom from 2008 to 2023, by 
jurisdiction (per 100,000 inhabitants)
Incarceration rate in the UK 2008-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1022592/incarceration-rate-in-uk


Description: As of 2024, there were approximately 97,800 prisoners in custody in the United Kingdom, with the vast majority of these being prisoners in the jurisdiction of England and Wales at 87,900 prisoners, with a further 8,000 in Scotland, and 1,900 in Northern 
Ireland. Read more
Note(s): United Kingdom; 1900 to 2024
Source(s): House of Commons 
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Number of prisoners in custody in the United Kingdom from 1900 to 2024
Number of prisoners in the UK 1900-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/314700/uk-prison-population
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