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Population
CHAPTER 01



Description: The total population in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 4.9 million people (+7.75 percent). After the tenth consecutive increasing year, the total population is estimated to reach 68.06 million people and 
therefore a new peak in 2029. Notably, the total population was continuously increasing over the past years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Figures have been rounded. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Total population from 2019 to 2029 (in million inhabitants)
Total population of South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578867/total-population-of-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578867/total-population-of-south-africa


Description: The annual population growth in South Africa increased by 0.03 percentage points (+3.57 percent) in 2023 in comparison to the previous year. In total, the population growth amounted to 0.87 percent in 2023. This increase was preceded by a declining 
population growth. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Population growth from 2013 to 2023 (compared to previous 
year)
Population growth in South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578928/population-growth-in-south-africa


Description: In 2022, the population density in South Africa remained nearly unchanged at around 51.42 inhabitants per square kilometer. Still, the population density reached its highest value in the observed period in 2022. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Population density from 2012 to 2022 (inhabitants per 
square kilometer)
Population density in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/971524/population-density-in-south-africa


Description: In 2022, the total fertility rate in South Africa remained nearly unchanged at around 2.34 children per woman. Still, 2022 marked the third consecutive decline of the fertility rate. Read more
Note(s): 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Fertility rate from 2012 to 2022
Fertility rate in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578912/fertility-rate-in-south-africa


Description: The crude birth rate in South Africa decreased by 0.5 live births per 1,000 inhabitants (-2.52 percent) compared to the previous year. Therefore, 2022 marks the lowest rate during the observed period. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022; crude birth rate
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Birth rate from 2012 to 2022 (per 1,000 inhabitants)
Crude birth rate in South Africa 2012-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/977243/crude-birth-rate-in-south-africa


Description: In 2022, the total life expectancy at birth in South Africa remained nearly unchanged at around 61.48 years. Yet 2022 saw the lowest life expectancy at birth in South Africa with 61.48 years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Life expectancy at birth from 2012 to 2022
Life expectancy at birth in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578918/life-expectancy-at-birth-in-south-africa


Description: This statistic shows the age structure in South Africa from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, about 26.08 percent of South Africa's total population were aged 0 to 14 years. Read more
Note(s): Africa, South Africa
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Age structure from 2013 to 2023
Age structure in South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578938/age-structure-in-south-africa


Description: This statistic shows the median age of the population in South Africa from 1950 to 2100*.The median age is the age that divides a population into two numerically equal groups; that is, half the people are younger than this age and half are older. It is a 
single index that summarizes the age distribution of a population. In 2020, the median age of the South African population was 27.3 years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): United Nations 
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South Africa: Average age of the population from 1950 to 2100 (median 
age in years)
Median age of the population in South Africa 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578976/average-age-of-the-population-in-south-africa


Description: The death rate in South Africa increased by 0.6 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants (+5.25 percent) in 2022. Therefore, the death rate in South Africa reached a peak in 2022 with 12.03 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Death rate from 2012 to 2022 (in deaths per 1,000 
inhabitants)
Death rate in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/580962/death-rate-in-south-africa


Description: The statistic shows the adult mortality rate in South Africa from 2012 to 2022, by gender. According to the source, the adult mortality rate is the probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 60 - that is, the probability of a 15-year-old dying before 
reaching age 60, if subject to age-specific mortality rates of the specified year between those ages. In 2022, the mortality rate for women was at 307.78 per 1,000 female adults, while the mortality rate for men was at 416.31 per 1,000 male adults in [...] Read more
Note(s): Africa, South Africa; 15-60 years
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Adult mortality rate from 2012 to 2022 (per 1,000 adults), by 
gender
Mortality rate in South Africa 2022, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/974573/adult-mortality-rate-in-south-africa-by-gender


Description: The infant mortality rate in South Africa saw no significant changes in 2022 in comparison to the previous year 2021 and remained at around 27.7 deaths per 1,000 live births. But still, the infant mortality rate reached its lowest value of the observation 
period in 2022. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Infant mortality rate from 2012 to 2022 (in deaths per 1,000 
live births)
Infant mortality rate in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/807744/infant-mortality-in-south-africa


Description: In 2023, over 68.82 percent of South Africa's total population lived in urban areas and cities. Urbanization defines the share of urban population from the total population of a country. Just like urbanization, the population density within the nation has 
risen, reaching 46 inhabitants per square kilometer, meaning more people are sharing less space. Many opportunities for work and leisure can be found in the urban locations of South Africa, and as such the five largest municipalities each [...] Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Urbanization from 2013 to 2023
Urbanization in South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/455931/urbanization-in-south-africa


Economy
CHAPTER 02



Description: The gross domestic product (GDP) in current prices in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 73.2 billion U.S. dollars (+18.16 percent). After the sixth consecutive increasing year, the GDP is estimated to reach 
476.21 billion U.S. dollars and therefore a new peak in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 1989 to 2029; *Estimate. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Gross domestic product (GDP) in current prices from 1989 to 
2029 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/370513/gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/370513/gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-africa


Description: The gross domestic product (GDP) per capita in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 619.4 U.S. dollars (+9.71 percent). According to this forecast, in 2029, the GDP per capita will have increased for the sixth 
consecutive year to 6,996.42 U.S. dollars. Read more
Note(s): 1989 to 2029; * Estimate. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita in current prices 
from 1989 to 2029 (in U.S. dollars)
Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita in South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578853/gross-domestic-product-gdp-per-capita-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578853/gross-domestic-product-gdp-per-capita-in-south-africa


Description: The growth of the real gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa was forecast to increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 0.4 percentage points. This overall increase does not happen continuously, notably not in 2026 and 2028. The growth is 
estimated to amount to 1.49 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Real gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate from 2019 to 
2029 (compared to the previous year)
Gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate in South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/370514/gross-domestic-product-gdp-growth-rate-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/370514/gross-domestic-product-gdp-growth-rate-in-south-africa


Description: The share in the global GDP adjusted for PPP in South Africa was forecast to continuously decrease between 2024 and 2029 by in total 0.04 percentage points. The share is estimated to amount to 0.47 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimates. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 

Sh
ar

e 
in

 g
lo

ba
l G

D
P 

ad
ju

st
ed

 fo
r 

PP
P

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024* 2025* 2026* 2027* 2028* 2029*
0.0%

0.1%

0.2%

0.3%

0.4%

0.5%

0.6% 0.57%
0.55% 0.54% 0.53% 0.52% 0.51% 0.5% 0.49% 0.49% 0.48% 0.47%

19

South Africa: Share in global gross domestic product (GDP) adjusted for 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) from 2019 to 2029
South Africa: Share in global GDP adjusted for PPP 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578862/south-africa-share-in-global-gdp-adjusted-for-ppp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578862/south-africa-share-in-global-gdp-adjusted-for-ppp


Description: This statistic shows the distribution of the gross domestic product (GDP) across economic sectors in South Africa from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, agriculture had contributed around 2.62 percent to the GDP of South Africa, whereas industry and services had 
contributed 24.62 and 62.61 percent of the total value added, respectively. Read more
Note(s): Africa, South Africa
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Distribution of gross domestic product (GDP) across 
economic sectors from 2013 to 2023
Gross domestic product (GDP) distribution across economic sectors South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/371233/south-africa-gdp-distribution-across-economic-sectors


Description: The statistic shows the distribution of employment in South Africa by economic sector from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, 18.79 percent of the employees in South Africa were active in the agricultural sector, 17.69 percent in industry and 63.51 percent in the 
service sector. Read more
Note(s): Africa, South Africa
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Distribution of employment by economic sector from 2013 to 
2023
Employment by economic sector in South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578944/employment-by-economic-sector-in-south-africa


Description: The labor participation rate among the total population aged between 15 and 64 in South Africa increased by 1.3 percentage points (+2.18 percent) in 2022 in comparison to the previous year. In total, the labor participation rate amounted to 60.82 percent 
in 2022. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Labor force participation rate from 2012 to 2022
Labor force participation rate in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/993956/labor-force-participation-rate-in-south-africa


Description: The unemployment rate in South Africa declined to 27.99 percent in 2023. Nevertheless, the last two years recorded a significantly higher unemployment rate than the preceding years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2004 to 2023
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Unemployment rate from 2004 to 2023
Unemployment rate in South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/370516/unemployment-rate-in-south-africa


Description: In 2023, the youth unemployment rate in South Africa remained nearly unchanged at around 49.14 percent. Still, 2023 marked the second consecutive decline of the youth unemployment rate. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2004 to 2023; 15-24 years
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Youth unemployment rate from 2004 to 2023
Youth unemployment rate in South Africa in 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/813010/youth-unemployment-rate-in-south-africa


Description: South Africa’s inflation has been quite stable for the past years, levelling off between 3.2 and 6.9 percent, and is in fact expected to stabilize at around 4.5 percent in the future. South Africa is a mixed economy, generating most of its GDP through the 
services sector, especially tourism. However, the country struggles with unemployment and poverty. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; * Estimate. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Inflation rate from 1987 to 2029 (compared to the previous 
year)
Inflation rate in South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/370515/inflation-rate-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/370515/inflation-rate-in-south-africa


Description: The statistic shows the value of goods imported to South Africa from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, goods worth around 130.75 billion U.S. dollars were imported to South Africa. Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): WTO 
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South Africa: Import of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Import of goods to South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578950/import-of-goods-to-south-africa


Description: This statistic shows the main import partners for South Africa in 2023. In 2023, the main import partner for South Africa was China with a share of 21 percent in all imports. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2023
Source(s): CIA 
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South Africa: Main import partners in 2023
Most important import partners of South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578973/most-important-import-partners-of-south-africa


Description: The statistic shows the value of goods exported from South Africa from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, goods with a value of around 110.86 billion U.S. dollars were exported from South Africa. Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): WTO 
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South Africa: Export of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Export of goods from South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578955/export-of-goods-to-south-africa


Description: This statistic shows the main export partner countries for South Africa in 2023. In 2023, the main export partner of South Africa was China, with a share of 16 percent in exports. Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): CIA 
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South Africa: Main export partners in 2023
Most important export partners for South Africa in 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578974/most-important-export-partner-countries-for-south-africa


Description: The statistic shows South Africa's trade balance of goods from 2013 to 2023. Trade balance is the value of exported goods minus the value of imported goods. A positive trade balance signifies a trade surplus, while a negative value signifies a trade deficit. 
In 2023, South Africa's trade deficit amounted to around 19.89 billion U.S. dollars. Read more
Note(s): South Africa
Source(s): Statista; WTO 
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South Africa: Trade balance of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. 
dollars)
Trade balance of goods of South Africa 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578960/trade-balance-of-south-africa


Description: This statistic displays the results of the worldwide Made-In-Country Index 2017, a survey conducted to show how positively products "made in..." are perceived in various countries all over the world. For this statistic, respondents were asked about 
attributes they associate with products made in South Africa. 16 percent of respondents stated they associate "Very good value for money" with products from South Africa. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * Respondents answered the following question "Which attributes do you associate with products made in …. ?". Multiple answers were possible. You can download the full Statista report "Made-In-Country Index 2017 here . Read more
Source(s): Statista Survey 
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Which attributes do you associate with products made in South Africa?
Made-In Index: Attributes associated with products made in South Africa 2017

http://www.statista.com/statistics/683909/made-in-index-attributes-associated-with-products-made-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/683909/made-in-index-attributes-associated-with-products-made-in-south-africa


Description: This ranking displays the results of the worldwide Made-In-Country Index 2017, a survey conducted to show how positively products "made in..." are perceived in various countries all over the world. During this survey, 58 percent of respondents from 
Kenya perceived products made in South Africa as "slightly positive" or "very positive". Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * Respondents answered the following question "On a lot of products you can find a label stating where the product was made. How do you feel about products labeled with…?" " on a 5-level scale. This statistic shows the share [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista Survey 
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Products made in South Africa: Perception in the year 2017, by country
Made-In Country Index: perception of products made in South Africa, by country 2017

http://www.statista.com/statistics/682785/made-in-country-index-south-africa-by-country
http://www.statista.com/statistics/682785/made-in-country-index-south-africa-by-country


Description: This ranking displays the results of the worldwide Made-In-Country Index 2017, a survey conducted to show how positively products "made in..." are perceived in various countries all over the world. During this survey, 84 percent of respondents from 
South Africa perceived products made in Germany as "slightly positive" or "very positive". The survey indicates that German products have the strongest reputation in South Africa, followed by U.S. products. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * Respondents answered the following question "On a lot of products you can find a label stating where the product was made. How do you feel about products labeled with…?" " on a 5-level scale. The statistic only shows the [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista Survey 
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South Africa: Perception of products made in selected countries in 2017
Perception of products made in selected countries in South Africa 2017

http://www.statista.com/statistics/683273/made-in-country-index-south-africa-by-country
http://www.statista.com/statistics/683273/made-in-country-index-south-africa-by-country


National finances
CHAPTER 03



Description: The national debt in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 156.8 billion U.S. dollars (+49.41 percent). After the tenth consecutive increasing year, the national debt is estimated to reach 474.16 billion U.S. 
dollars and therefore a new peak in 2029. Notably, the national debt was continuously increasing over the past years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Values have been rounded for better understanding of the statistic. Exchange rate as of 2024-10-22: 1 ZAR = 0.0569985628382366 U.S. dollar. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: National debt from 2019 to 2029 (in billion U.S. dollars)
National debt of South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/531946/national-debt-of-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/531946/national-debt-of-south-africa


Description: The ratio of national debt to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 8.6 percentage points. After the eighth consecutive increasing year, the ratio is estimated to reach 83.6 
percent and therefore a new peak in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Figures have been rounded. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: National debt in relation to gross domestic product (GDP) 
from 2019 to 2029
National debt of South Africa in relation to gross domestic product (GDP) 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578887/national-debt-of-south-africa-in-relation-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578887/national-debt-of-south-africa-in-relation-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp


Description: The ratio of military expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa decreased by 0.1 percentage points (-12.35 percent) in 2022 in comparison to the previous year. As a result, the ratio in South Africa saw its lowest number in 2022 with 0.74 
percent. Notably, the ratio is continuously decreasing over the last years. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Africa: Ratio of military spending to gross domestic product (GDP) 
from 2012 to 2022
Ratio of military expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/810601/ratio-of-military-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-south-africa


Description: The ratio of government expenditure to GDP in South Africa was forecast to decrease between 2024 and 2029 by in total 0.9 percentage points. This overall decrease does not happen continuously, notably not in 2028. The ratio is estimated to amount to 
32.28 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Ratio of government expenditure to gross domestic product 
(GDP) from 2019 to 2029
Ratio of government expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Africa 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578876/ratio-of-government-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-africa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578876/ratio-of-government-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-africa


Description: The budget balance in relation to the GDP in South Africa was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 1.1 percentage points. The budget balance is estimated to amount to -5.1 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Africa; 2019 to 2029; * Estimation. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Africa: Budget balance between 2019 to 2029 in relation to GDP
South Africa's budget balance in relation to GDP 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/578883/south-africa-budget-balance-in-relation-to-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/578883/south-africa-budget-balance-in-relation-to-gdp
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