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Population
CHAPTER 01



Description: The statistic shows the total population of South Korea from 2019 to 2023, with projections up until 2029. In 2023, the total population of South Korea was about 51.71 million people. Population of South Korea South Korea, also called Republic of Korea, 
has one of the highest population densities worldwide, i.e. a very high number of inhabitants per square kilometer. However, this does not equal bad standard of living; on the Human Development Index, which ranks countries by their level [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea; * Estimate. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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Total population in South Korea from 2019 to 2029 (in million inhabitants)
Total population of South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/263747/total-population-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/263747/total-population-in-south-korea


Description: The annual population growth in South Korea increased by 0.3 percentage points compared to the previous year. The year 2023 therefore marks a significant change in the population growth compared to the previous year. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Population growth from 2013 to 2023 (compared to the 
previous year)
Population growth in South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/604670/population-growth-in-south-korea


Description: In 2023, the number of births in South Korea stood at 230,028, recording the lowest figure during the given period. Around two decades earlier, this number was twice as high. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 1981 to 2023; *Preliminary. Figures have been rounded. Read more
Source(s): KOSIS; Statistics Korea 
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Number of births in South Korea from 1981 to 2023 (in 1,000s)
Number of births in South Korea 1981-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/641595/south-korea-birth-number
http://www.statista.com/statistics/641595/south-korea-birth-number


Description: The crude birth rate in South Korea decreased by 0.2 live births per 1,000 inhabitants (-3.92 percent) in 2022 in comparison to the previous year. This marks the lowest rate during the observed period. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2022; crude birth rate
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Birth rate from 2012 to 2022 (per 1,000 inhabitants)
Crude birth rate in South Korea 2012-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/976976/crude-birth-rate-in-south-korea


Description: In 2022, the total life expectancy at birth in South Korea remained nearly unchanged at around 82.68 years. In comparison to 2021, the life expectancy at birth decreased not significantly by 0.9 years (-1.08 percent). Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Life expectancy at birth from 2012 to 2022
Life expectancy at birth in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939357/life-expectancy-at-birth-in-south-korea


Description: In South Korea, approximately 70.69 percent of the population was between 15 and 64 years old in 2023, while those above the age of 64 made up around 18.34 percent. The youngest generation made up an even smaller percentage than the elderly, but 
were the only group that did not increase in size over the last decade, partly due to a decrease in births since 2007. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Age structure between 2013 to 2023
Age distribution in South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/242558/age-distribution-in-south-korea


Description: Demographic development in South Korea in the final decades of the 21st century saw rapid change across its society. In South Korea, the average age of the population rose from below 20 years in the late-70s to around 45 years today, and it is projected 
to rise to over 62 years in 2074.With one of the lowest fertility rates in the world, population aging is one of the largest challenges facing South Korea today. If these projections come true, then South Korea is on course to soon have a [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 1950 to 2024
Source(s): United Nations 
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South Korea: Median age of the population from 1950 to 2021, with 
projections until 2100 (in years)
Median age of the population in South Korea 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/604689/median-age-of-the-population-in-south-korea


Description: In 2024, the mortality rate in South Korea reached seven deaths per 1,000 people. The mortality rate in 2022 was the highest recorded in the last 40 years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 1970 to 2024; *Preliminary. Read more
Source(s): KOSIS; Statistics Korea 
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Mortality rate in South Korea from 1970 to 2024 (per 1,000 population)
Mortality rate South Korea 1970-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/621091/south-korea-total-death-rate
http://www.statista.com/statistics/621091/south-korea-total-death-rate


Description: In 2023, South Korea's infant mortality rate was 2.07 deaths per 1,000 live births.  The infant mortality rate in South Korea has declined over the past few decades. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 1950 to 2023; Infants under 1 year; median
Source(s): United Nations 
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Infant mortality rate in South Korea from 1950 to 2023 (per 1,000 live 
births)
Infant mortality rate in South Korea 1950-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/621306/south-korea-infant-mortality-rate


Description: In 2023, the share of urban population in South Korea remained nearly unchanged at around 81.46 percent. However, 2023 marked the second consecutive increase of the share. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2013 to 2023
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Urbanization from 2013 to 2023
Urbanization in South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/455905/urbanization-in-south-korea


Economy
CHAPTER 02



Description: The statistic shows gross domestic product (GDP) of South Korea from 1987 to 2023, with projections up until 2029. GDP or gross domestic product is the sum of all goods and services produced in a country in a year; it is a strong indicator of economic 
strength. In 2023, South Korea's GDP was around 1.71 trillion U.S. dollars. See global GDP for a global comparison. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; * Estimate. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Gross domestic product (GDP) in current prices from 1987 to 
2029 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/263579/gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/263579/gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-korea


Description: The statistic shows the growth of the real gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea from 1954 to 2023, with projections up until 2029. GDP is the total value of all goods and services produced in a country in a year. It is considered to be a very 
important indicator of the economic strength of a country and a change in it is a sign of economic growth. In 2023, the real GDP in South Korea grew by about 1.4 percent compared to the previous year. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2019 to 2023; * Estimate. This statistic is compiled from two different sources. Figures for years 1954-1979 come from the Bank of Korea, while figures for years 1980-2028 come from the International Monetary Fund. Read more
Source(s): Bank of Korea; IMF 
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South Korea: Growth of real gross domestic product (GDP) from 1954 to 
2023, with projections until 2029 (compared to the previous year)
Gross domestic product (GDP) growth in South Korea 1954-2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/263758/gross-domestic-product-gdp-growth-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/263758/gross-domestic-product-gdp-growth-in-south-korea


Description: In 2023, services contributed around 58.42 percent to South Korea's gross domestic product (GDP), while 31.59 percent came from South Korea’s industry sector, and a little less than two percent of South Korea’s GDP was generated by the country’s 
agriculture sector. South Korea’s services sector employed over 70 percent of the South Koreans workforce in 2018 . South Korea’s workforce Much of the over 51 million inhabitants of South Korea are employed, and the unemployment rate is [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Distribution of gross domestic product (GDP) across 
economic sectors from 2013 to 2023
Distribution of gross domestic product (GDP) across economic sectors South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/375580/south-korea-gdp-distribution-across-economic-sectors


Description: The statistic shows the distribution of employment in South Korea by economic sector from 2012 to 2022. In 2022, 5.43 percent of the employees in South Korea were active in the agricultural sector, 24.46 percent in industry and 70.11 percent in the 
services sector. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Distribution of employment by economic sector from 2012 to 
2022
Employment by economic sector in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/604702/employment-by-economic-sector-in-south-korea


Description: The number of employed people in South Korea was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2025 by in total 0.2 million people (+0.69 percent). After the fifth consecutive increasing year, the number is estimated to reach 29.12 million people 
and therefore a new peak in 2025. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2015 to 2025; * Estimate. Figures have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Employment from 2015 to 2025 (in millions)
Employment in South Korea 2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/795297/employment-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/795297/employment-in-south-korea


Description: The statistic shows the unemployment rate in South Korea from 2019 to 2023, with projections up until 2029. In 2023, the unemployment rate in South Korea was at around 2.7 percent. See the figures for the population of South Korea for comparison. 
Economy of South Korea South Korea is one of the world’s richest countries as well as a member of the G20, an organization made up of the 20 strongest economies in the world. Due to excessive growth from the 1960s to the 1990s, [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea; * Estimate. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Unemployment rate from 2019 to 2029
Unemployment rate in South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/263701/unemployment-rate-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/263701/unemployment-rate-in-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the average inflation rate in South Korea from 1987 to 2023, with projections up until 2029. In 2023, the average inflation rate in South Korea amounted to about 3.59 percent compared to the previous year. For further info, see the 
South Korean GDP. Read more
Note(s): * Estimate. Figures have been rounded. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Inflation rate from 1987 to 2029 (compared to the previous 
year)
Inflation rate in South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/377275/inflation-rate-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/377275/inflation-rate-in-south-korea


Description: The statistic shows the value of exports of goods from South Korea from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, goods with a value of around 632.23 billion U.S. dollars were exported from South Korea. South Korea's exports The quantity of exports from South Korea has 
been rising over the past 10 years, with a slight dip in 2009, at the time of the economic crisis. South Korea is one of the leading exporters of cars and electronic goods. Both Hyundai and Samsung are South Korean corporate [...] Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): WTO 
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South Korea: Export of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Export of goods from South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/263655/export-of-goods-from-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the value of exported commodities from South Korea in 2023. In 2023, agricultural products worth 15.28 billion U.S. dollars were exported from South Korea. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): WTO 
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South Korea: Export of commodities in 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Export of commodities from South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939375/export-of-commodities-from-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the most important export partner countries for South Korea in 2023. In 2023, the most important export partner of South Korea was China, with a share of 25 percent in exports. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): CIA 
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South Korea: Main export partners in 2023
Most important export partner countries for South Korea in 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939680/most-important-export-partner-countries-for-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the value of goods imported to South Korea from 2013 to 2023. In 2023, goods worth approximately 642.57 billion U.S. dollars were imported to South Korea. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): WTO 
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South Korea: Import of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Import of goods to South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939371/import-of-goods-from-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the value of imported commodities to South Korea in 2022. In 2022, agricultural products worth 51.77 billion U.S. dollars were imported to South Korea. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): WTO 
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South Korea: Import of commodities in 2022 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Import of commodities to South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939385/import-of-commodities-to-south-korea


Description: This statistic shows the most important import partners for South Korea in 2023. In 2023, the most important import partner for South Korea was China with a share of 31 percent in all imports. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2023
Source(s): CIA 
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South Korea: Main import partners in 2023
Most important import partners of South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939674/most-important-import-partners-of-south-korea


Description: The statistic shows South Korea's trade balance of goods from 2013 to 2023. Trade balance is the value of exported goods minus the value of imported goods. A positive trade balance signifies a trade surplus, while a negative value signifies a trade deficit. 
In 2023, South Korea's trade deficit amounted to around 10.35 billion U.S. dollars. Read more
Note(s): South Korea
Source(s): Statista; WTO 
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South Korea: Trade balance of goods from 2013 to 2023 (in billion U.S. 
dollars)
Trade balance of goods of South Korea 2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939686/trade-balance-of-south-korea


Description: This statistic displays the results of the worldwide Made-In-Country Index 2017, a survey conducted to show how positively products "made in..." are perceived in various countries all over the world. For this statistic, respondents were asked about 
attributes they associate with products made in South Korea. 30 percent of respondents stated they associate "advanced technology" with products from South Korea. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * Respondents answered the following question "Which attributes do you associate with products made in …. ?". Multiple answers were possible. You can download the full Statista report "Made-In-Country Index 2017 here . Read more
Source(s): Statista Survey 
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Which attributes do you associate with products made in South Korea?
Made-In Index: Attributes associated with products made in South Korea 2017

http://www.statista.com/statistics/683912/made-in-index-attributes-associated-with-products-made-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/683912/made-in-index-attributes-associated-with-products-made-in-south-korea


Description: This ranking displays the results of the worldwide Made-In-Country Index 2017, a survey conducted to show how positively products "made in..." are perceived in various countries all over the world. During this survey, 81 percent of respondents from 
South Korea perceived products made in Germany as "slightly positive" or "very positive". The survey indicates that German products have the strongest reputation in South Korea, followed by Italian products. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * Respondents answered the following question "On a lot of products you can find a label stating where the product was made. How do you feel about products labeled with…?" " on a 5-level scale. The statistic only shows the [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista Survey 
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South Korea: Perception of products made in selected countries in 2017
Perception of products made in selected countries in South Korea 2017

http://www.statista.com/statistics/683279/made-in-country-index-south-korea-by-country
http://www.statista.com/statistics/683279/made-in-country-index-south-korea-by-country


National finances
CHAPTER 03



Description: The national debt in South Korea was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 329.7 billion U.S. dollars (+33.95 percent). After the tenth consecutive increasing year, the national debt is estimated to reach 1.3 trillion U.S. dollars 
and therefore a new peak in 2029. Notably, the national debt was continuously increasing over the past years. Read more
Note(s): 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Values have been rounded for better understanding of the statistic. Exchange rate as of 2024-10-22: 1 KRW = 0.000725013327376237 U.S. dollar. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: National debt from 2019 to 2029 (in billion U.S. dollars)
National debt of South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/531663/national-debt-of-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/531663/national-debt-of-south-korea


Description: The ratio of national debt to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 5.3 percentage points. After the tenth consecutive increasing year, the ratio is estimated to reach 58.16 
percent and therefore a new peak in 2029. Notably, the ratio of national debt to gross domestic product (GDP) was continuously increasing over the past years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Figures have been rounded. Read more
Source(s): IMF 

N
at

io
na

l d
eb

t i
n 

re
la

tio
n 

to
 G

D
P

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024* 2025* 2026* 2027* 2028* 2029*
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

39.73%

45.91%
47.99%

49.8% 51.5% 52.88% 54.28% 55.37% 56.32% 57.24% 58.16%

33

South Korea: National debt in relation to gross domestic product (GDP) 
from 2019 to 2029
National debt of South Korea in relation to gross domestic product (GDP) 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939355/national-debt-of-south-korea-in-relation-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/939355/national-debt-of-south-korea-in-relation-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp


Description: The ratio of military expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea decreased by 0.1 percentage points (-3.56 percent) compared to the previous year. Nevertheless, the last two years recorded a significantly higher ratio than the preceding 
years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2012 to 2022
Source(s): World Bank 
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South Korea: Ratio of military spending to gross domestic product (GDP) 
from 2012 to 2022
Ratio of military expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939358/ratio-of-military-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-south-korea


Description: The ratio of government expenditure to GDP in South Korea was forecast to increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 0.1 percentage points. This overall increase does not happen continuously, notably not in 2026 and 2028. The ratio is estimated to 
amount to 22.7 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2019 to 2029; * Estimate. Values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Ratio of government expenditure to gross domestic product 
(GDP) from 2019 to 2029
Ratio of government expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) in South Korea 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939351/ratio-of-government-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/939351/ratio-of-government-expenditure-to-gross-domestic-product-gdp-in-south-korea


Description: The budget balance in relation to the GDP in South Korea was forecast to continuously increase between 2024 and 2029 by in total 0.6 percentage points. The budget balance is estimated to amount to 0.04 percent in 2029. Read more
Note(s): 2019 to 2029; * Estimation. The values have been rounded to provide a better understanding of the statistic. Read more
Source(s): IMF 
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South Korea: Budget balance between 2019 to 2029 in relation to GDP
South Korea's budget balance in relation to GDP 2029

http://www.statista.com/statistics/939353/south-korea-budget-balance-in-relation-to-gdp
http://www.statista.com/statistics/939353/south-korea-budget-balance-in-relation-to-gdp


The two Koreas
CHAPTER 04



Description: In 2022, the number of exports from South Korea to North Korea amounted to just two cases. After the closure of the Kaesong Industrial Complex in 2016, which was a joint inter-Korean economic project located in North Korea, imports and exports 
between South and North Korea decreased significantly. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): Korea Customs Service 
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Number of South Korea's exports to North Korea from 2000 to 2022
South Korea's export to North Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/654849/south-korea-exports-to-north-korea


Description: In 2022, there were no exports recorded from South Korea to North Korea. Trade between South and North Korea significantly declined after the closure of the Kaesong Industrial Complex in 2016, a joint inter-Korean economic project. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): Korea Customs Service 
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Value of goods exported from South Korea to North Korea from 2000 to 
2022 (in million U.S. dollars)
South Korea's export to North Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/654750/south-korea-export-value-to-north-korea


Description: In 2022, no goods were imported from North Korea to South Korea. The number of imports from North Korea to South Korea has decreased significantly since 2016. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): Korea Customs Service 

N
um

be
r 

of
 c

as
es

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

50,000

3,763 4,062 5,271 6,267 5,903

9,234

16,546

25,026

30,966

37,127
39,819

33,803
36,504

20,566

38,460

45,640

5,352

1 212 49 2 2 0

40

Number of South Korea's imports from North Korea from 2000 to 2022
South Korea's import from North Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/654895/south-korea-imports-from-north-korea


Description: In 2022, there were no imports recorded from North Korea to South Korea. Trade between South and North Korea significantly declined after the closure of the Kaesong Industrial Complex in 2016, a joint inter-Korean economic project. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): Korea Customs Service 
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Value of goods imported from North Korea to South Korea from 2000 to 
2022 (in million U.S. dollars)
South Korea's import value from North Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/654809/south-korea-import-value-from-north-korea


Description: In 2022, South Korea's trade balance with North Korea amounted to about 136,000 U.S. dollars. Trade between South and North Korea significantly declined after the closure of the Kaesong Industrial Complex in 2016, a joint inter-Korean economic project. 
Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2022
Source(s): Korea Customs Service 
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South Korea's trade balance with North Korea from 2000 to 2022 (in 
million U.S. dollars)
South Korea's trade balance with North Korea 2000-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/654818/south-korea-trade-balance-with-north-korea


Description: In 2023, South Korea's gross domestic product (GDP) grew by about 1.4 percent compared to the previous year. North Korea's GDP growth rate stood at about 3.1 percent that year, achieving positive growth for the first time after experiencing a period of 
negative growth during the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2000 to 2023
Source(s): Bank of Korea; KOSIS 
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Comparison of the GDP growth rates in South Korea and North Korea 
from 1990 to 2023
GDP growth rates in South and North Korea 1990-2023

http://www.statista.com/statistics/745687/south-korea-gdp-growth-rate-in-comparison-to-north-korea


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2024, approximately 41.3 percent of the participants expressed satisfaction with the government's policy towards North Korea. This was a decrease in satisfaction levels compared to the previous year. 
Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2007 to 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years
Source(s): Gallup; IPUS 
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Satisfaction with the government's policy towards North Korea in South 
Korea from 2007 to 2024
Satisfaction with the policy towards North Korea South Korea 2007-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/708091/south-korea-satisfaction-with-policy-toward-north-korea


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2024, approximately 40 percent of respondents believed South Korea should cooperate with North Korea. Conversely, about 17 percent of respondents expressed caution towards North Korea. Overall, 
the survey showed a consistent decrease in willingness to cooperate with North Korea in recent years. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2007 to 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years
Source(s): Gallup Korea; IPUS 
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South Korean perceptions of North Korea from 2007 to 2024
Attitudes toward North Korea among South Koreans 2007-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/708049/south-korea-attitude-toward-north-korea


Description: As of June 2024, the number of North Korean defectors who have come to South Korea totaled 105. The number of defectors entering South Korea sharply decreased during the COVID-19 pandemic but has been rising again since 2023. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 1998 to June 2024; *Provisional figures. The source did not provide a date of publication. The release date used here is the access date. Read more
Source(s): Ministry of Unification (Südkorea) 
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Number of defectors from North Korea who entered South Korea from 
1998 to June 2024
Number of North Korean defectors in South Korea 1998-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/746142/south-korea-number-of-defectors-from-north-korea
http://www.statista.com/statistics/746142/south-korea-number-of-defectors-from-north-korea


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2024, about 58 percent of respondents stated that South Korea should only accept selected defectors from North Korea. Around 30 percent thought that all North Korean defectors should be accepted. 
Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2007 to 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years
Source(s): Gallup Korea; IPUS 
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Level of acceptance of North Korean defectors among South Koreans from 
2007 to 2024
Level of acceptance of North Korean defectors among South Koreans 2007-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/708139/south-korean-opinion-the-acceptance-north-koreans


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2024, about 37 percent of respondents believed unification between South and North Korea was necessary, while around 35 percent thought the opposite. This was the lowest figure recorded for the 
need for Korean reunification over the survey period. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2007 to 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years; *People who answered with "very necessary" and "necessary". **People who answered with "unnecessary" and "very unnecessary". Original question: "To what [...] Read more
Source(s): Gallup Korea; IPUS 
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Opinion on the necessity of unification between South and North Korea 
from 2007 to 2024
Opinions about unification between South and North Korea 2007-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/706376/south-korea-necessity-of-korean-reunification
http://www.statista.com/statistics/706376/south-korea-necessity-of-korean-reunification


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2024, about 46 percent of South Korean respondents stated that unification with North Korea should take place if circumstances improve. Meanwhile, around 31 percent believed that the current 
situation is satisfactory as is. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2007 to 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years; *Since 2019, the possible answer "it should be done as soon as possible" has been added. Read more
Source(s): Gallup Korea; IPUS 
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Opinion about the pace of unification between South and North Korea 
from 2007 to 2024
Opinion about the pace of Korean unification 2007-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/706399/south-korea-desirable-pace-of-korean-reunification
http://www.statista.com/statistics/706399/south-korea-desirable-pace-of-korean-reunification


Description: According to a survey conducted among South Koreans in 2024, over half of the respondents believed that the unemployment situation would deteriorate following unification with North Korea. Only about 23 percent were optimistic that the employment 
situation would improve. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 2024; 1,200 respondents; 19-74 years
Source(s): Gallup; IPUS 

Sh
ar

e 
of

 r
es

po
nd

en
ts

Will improve* No difference Will worsen**
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

23% 24.4%

52.6%

50

Expected improvement in unemployment among South Koreans after 
reunification with North Korea in 2024
Expectations in unemployment after unification South Korea 2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/707854/south-koreans-expectation-of-unemployment-issue-after-reunification


Description: In 2024, there were no official reunions for South and North Korean family members separated by the Korean War (1950-1953). Since 1985, a total of 20,761 family members have been reunited in either South or North Korea. Read more
Note(s): North Korea, South Korea; 1985 to 2024; only physical reunions that were organized by South Korea and North Korea
Source(s): Ministry of Unification (Südkorea) 
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Number of reunited South and North Korean family members divided by 
the Korean War from 1985 to 2024
Number of reunited family members divided by the Korean War 1985-2024

http://www.statista.com/statistics/746334/south-korea-number-of-reunited-family-members-divided-by-the-korean-war
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